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SUBJECT: INCREASE IN THE VALUE OE GOODS PURCHASED ON THE INSTAL- 
LMENT PLAN 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE LATEST SURVEY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATISTICS, THE VALUE OF GOODS SOLD BY SURVEYED FIRMS ON THE 
INSTALLMENT PLAN (APPROXIMATELY 72 PERCENT OF TOTAL INSTALLMENT 
PLAN SALES DURING THE BASE YEAR WHICH ENDED IN MARCH 1968), FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31 1977 WAS $408 MILLION, AN INCREASE OF 

$38 MILLION OR 10.4 PERCENT ON THE VALUE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
MARCH 1976. (THE USE OE MARCH 1968 BASE YEAR DERIVES EROM THE 
INSTALLMENT PLAN PURCHASES RECORDED IN THE 1968 CENSUS OF 
DISTRIBUTION.) 

2. DURING THE MARCH 1977 QUARTER THE SURVEYED INSTALLEMENT 
PLAN SALES WERE $104.6 MILLION, AND INCREASE OE $13.0 MILLION 
OR 14.1 PERCENT FROM THE VALUE OF $91.7 MILLION RECORDED FOR 
MARCH QUARTER 1976. SALES FOR THE MARCH 1977 QUARTER 
COMPARED WITH THE SAME QUARTER 1976, SHOWED AN INCREASE IN MOTOR 
VEHICLES OF 9.3 PERCENT (FROM $58.4 MILLION TO $63.8 MILLION), 

PLANT AND MACHINERY OF 34.7 PERCENT (EROM $16.0 MILLION TO $21.6 
MILLION), OTHER HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL GOODS (EXCLUDING TELEVION 
SETS) OF 20.3 PERCENT (FROM $14.4 MILLION TO $17.3 MILLION) AND 
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A DECREASE IN SALES OE TELEVISION SETS OE 33.9 PERCENT (EROM 
$2.9 MILLION TO $1.9 MILLION). 

3. INSTALLMENT PLAN SALES BY FIRMS INCLUDED IN THE SURVEY, 

IN THE MARCH 1977 QUARTER, DECREASED $11.8 MILLION OR 10.1 PERCENT 
BELOW THE DECEMBER 1976 QUARTER. 
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4. IN THE LATEST QUARTER, THE AVERAGE AMOUNT OF COVERAGE 
BY INSTALLMENT PLAN AGREEMENTS ON TELEVISION SETS WAS $414; 

FOR MOTOR VEHICLES (WHICH INCLUDES MOTOR BUSES, TRUCKS, TRACTORS, 

POWERED CYCLES, CARAVANS, TRAILERS AND ACCESSORIES AS WELL AS 
AUTOMOBILES AND STATION WAGONS) THE AVERAGE AMOUNT 
COVERED BY SUCH AGREEMENTS WAS $2,462; AND FOR PLANT AND 
MACHINERY, $1 1,018. IN THE MARCH QUARTER OF 1976 THE RESPECTIVE 
AVERAGE AMOUNTS COVERED BY AGREEMENTS WERE $520, $2,014 AND 
$11,323. 
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